
JASPER COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING 

DECEMBER 20, 2016 

 

The Jasper County Council met this date at 7:00 P.M. C.S.T. in the Commissioners Room, 

Suite 202, of the Jasper County Courthouse located at 115 West Washington Street, Rensselaer, 

Indiana, with the following members present:  Rein Bontreger, Gerrit H. DeVries, John T. Price, 

Andrew Andree, Stephen Jordan, Gary Fritts and Paul Norwine. Also present were Kimberly K. 

Grow, Jasper County Auditor and Tina Porter, Deputy Auditor. Mr. Bontreger called the meeting 

to order and those present stood and recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Norwine. 

 

MINUTES:  Mr. Andree made a motion to approve the minutes from the regular November 15, 

2016 meeting and the Special November 28, 2016 meeting as presented. Mr. Fritts seconded and 

the motion carried unanimously.  

 

ALCOHOL BEVERAGE COMMISSION:  Mr. Bontreger stated that they recently learned that 

Albert Tyler requested to resign this year. He asked the Council if anyone had a nomination in 

mind. Since there were no suggestions for a candidate, the appointment will be tabled until the 

January 17, 2017 meeting.  

 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:  Mr. Bontreger stated that Scott Walstra is up for reappointment 

and asked if anyone had any feedback. Mr. DeVries stated that he’s done a great job and if he’s 

still interested, Mr. DeVries would recommend that he stay on the Board.  

 

FAIR BOARD:  Mr. Bontreger asked Mr. Norwine if he’s still interested in being a member of the 

Fair Board. He replied that he is.  

 

JASPER COUNTY ERA ADVISORY PANEL:  Mr. Bontreger named off the following members 

that are up for reappointment:  Jeff DeYoung, Becky Deardorff, Danita Rodibaugh, Gilbert 

Crimmons and Linda L. Meyer. He stated that he assumes they are all willing to serve another 

year, as he has not heard otherwise.  

 

JASPER COUNTY REDEVELOPMENT COMMISSION:  Mr. Bontreger stated that Calvin M. 

Illingworth is up for reappointment and they will also need to find a replacement for Terry L. 

Stevens since he passed away this year.  

 

KANKAKEE-IROQUOIS REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Bontreger asked Mr. 

Andree if he would like to continue with his membership on the Board and he replied that he will.  

 

PLAN COMMISSION:  Mr. Bontreger asked Mr. DeVries if he would like to continue with his 

membership on the Board and he replied that he will.  

 

PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT BOARD OF APPEALS:  Mr. Bontreger stated that Lester 

Moore is up for reappointment and has been well received in this position due to his proper assessor 

levels.  

 

RENSSELAER ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT:  Mr. Bontreger stated that JoAnn McElfresh is 

up for reappointment.  

 

WABASH VALLEY BOARD:  Mr. Bontreger stated that he’s willing to stay on the Board.  

 

Mr. DeVries made a motion to approve the reappointments, excepting the Alcohol Beverage 

Commission and the vacancy on the Jasper County Redevelopment Commission. Mr. Jordan 

seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

ADOPTION OF THE 2017 SALARY ORDINANCE:  Mr. Fritts made a motion to approve the 

2017 Jasper County Salary Ordinance as presented. Mr. Norwine seconded and the motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

SHERIFF RISNER / SHERIFF’S CONTRACT / CYBER SECURITY:  Sheriff Risner was present 

to submit his contract for Mr. Bontreger’s signature. He stated that there is no change from last 

year and it’s already been signed by the Commissioners.  
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SHERIFF RISNER / SHERIFF’S CONTRACT / CYBER SECURITY:  Mr. Jordan made the 

motion to approve the renewal of Sheriff Risner’s contract as presented. Mr. Andree seconded and 

the motion carried unanimously. The next thing Sheriff Risner wanted to discuss was cyber 

security. He brought Ryan King with him and stated that Mr. King’s been operating the Sheriff’s 

IT on approximately $35,000.00 per year. This encompasses fifty desk-top units, twenty-three plus 

mobile data terminals in the squad cars and other various functions on the server within the IT 

department. The current server is eight years old and is past its life expectancy. He said that Mr. 

King’s initial plan was to work on upgrading everything in the next two to three years, but due to 

the recent cyberattacks, they feel that this is something that can’t wait. They have no way to collect 

and store off-site data. They also have no redundancy in the system. Mr. King reached out to a 

company that initially quoted $110,000.00. Mr. King negotiated it down to approximately 

$64,000.00. Sheriff Risner stated that they don’t have enough money to maintain the current IT 

system and integrate the new system. He said that, working with Mr. Batley and the 

Commissioners, they will probably be approaching the Council again about this. Mr. Bontreger 

stated that he attended the cyber security meeting. He feels that there is too much at stake to be 

using equipment that old with no redundancy and he thinks that we need to find funding to make 

sure the equipment gets upgraded sooner rather than later. Sheriff Risner stated that, due to Mr. 

King’s dedication, they’ve been able to operate on a $35,000 budget. Mr. Bontreger asked Mr. 

King if, after this is implemented, he would start a cycle of replacing the equipment every three to 

five years. Mr. King replied that, as long as you pay the maintenance, you can trade the equipment 

in for new equipment free of charge, although there will be a charge for the servers, but we will be 

given a large discount. He said every five years will be cheaper for the county. Sheriff Risner 

added that we will also be maintaining the security level. When a call comes in with a subject 

that’s been involved in a crash, CAD (Computer Aided Dispatch) collects data such as BMV 

information, personal information and also any information regarding the results of the 

investigation. The database is compiled from around October, 2008 to current. If there was a 

compromise, all of that information could be lost. Criminal cases are micro-filmed and crash 

reports are placed on the data storage at the Courthouse. This does not include any of the jail 

booking registry. Mr. King stated that, once papers are signed to go ahead with the new system, it 

will take forty-five days from start to finish before it would be up and running. In response to Mr. 

Norwine’s question regarding back-up storage, Mr. King stated that it would be stored in a Lenox 

based system. There would be four removable hard drives that could be stored off-site. The current 

system is tape drives that are only able to back-up text-based data and there’s not enough storage 

to back everything up. 

 

Mr. Bontreger commended the Sheriff’s Department, Sheriff Risner and Chief Deputy Williamson 

on their initiative with Teen Challenge and the Recovery Home possibility. He said it’s definitely 

a need and the meeting was well-attended. Sheriff Risner replied that they will continue on that 

endeavor and he appreciates the support.  

 

TRANSFER / COUNTY GENERAL / COURTHOUSE:  Mr. Norwine made a motion to approve 

a transfer in the amount of $100.00 from Equipment Repair to Tires and Tubes. Mr. Fritts 

seconded. It was then determined that it was typed backwards and the transfer request is actually 

$100.00 from Tires and Tubes to Equipment Repair. Mr. Norwine made a motion to approve the 

transfer request, as corrected. Mr. Fritts seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

TRANSFERS / JASPER COUNTY AIRPORT:  Mr. Seif was present to request transfers in order 

to make repairs to the north-south taxiway and the driveways and hangar floor of the current six 

bay hangar. 

 

Resolution 2016-3 encompasses the transfer of the following funds: 

 

From Personal Services / Health Insurance to Other Services & Charges / Runway Repairs & 

Maintenance in the amount of $1,800.00. 

 

From Personal Services / Part-Time Employees to Other Services & Charges / Runway Repairs & 

Maintenance $3,400.00  
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TRANSFERS / JASPER COUNTY AIRPORT CONT’D:   

 

From Other Services & Charges / Utilities to Capital Outlays / Improvements in the amount of 

$5,400.00. 

 

From Cumulative Building / Services & Charges / Professional Services to Cumulative Building / 

Capital Improvements / Improvements / 9-Unit T-Hangar in the amount of $6,829.25. 

 

From Cumulative Building / Services & Charges / Reimbursement (Expense) to Cumulative 

Building / Capital Improvements / Improvements / 9-Unit T-Hangar in the amount of $8,400.00.  

 

From Cumulative Building / Debt Service / 9-Unit T-Hangar (Debt) to Cumulative Building / 

Capital Improvements / Improvements / 9-Unit T-Hangar in the amount of $6,829.00. 

 

From Cumulative Building / Debt Service / Hangar Infrastructure (Debt) to Cumulative Building 

/ Capital Improvements / Improvements / 9-Unit T-Hangar in the amount of $8,400.00. 

 

From Cumulative Building / Debt Service / 2-10,000 Gallon Tank Fuel (Debt) to Cumulative 

Building / Capital Improvements / Improvements / 9-Unit T-Hangar in the amount of $14,724.92.  

 

Resolution 2016-4 encompasses the following encumbrance of funds: 

 

Purchase Order Number Navaid Improvements AIP 3-18-0070-011-2016, Vendor Michiana 

Contracting in the Improvements Budget Line Item in the amount of $23,050.00. 

 

Mr. Norwine made the motion to approve. Mr. Jordan seconded and the motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

KEVIN KELLY / JCEDO:  Mr. Kelly was present to invite everyone to the 7th annual Christmas 

Open House being held on December 21st from 4:00 to 7:00. There was discussion about business 

and building expansions in the area as well as new businesses coming in.  

 

JOHN PRICE / PLAQUE:  Mr. Bontreger presented Mr. Price with a commemorative plaque for 

his years of service. He was thanked by his fellow Council members. Mr. Price congratulated Mr. 

Risner on his victory and wished him the best.  

 

In response to a question about whether he will remain the Council President, Mr. Bontreger stated 

that he would like to continue and that the Council can re-establish positions at next month’s 

meeting.  

 

Nick Fiala from the Rensselaer Republican asked who the former Alcohol Beverage Commission 

appointment was. Mr. Bontreger replied that it was Albert Tyler. He also asked about the other 

appointment that needs replaced and was told that Terry Stevens, who was on the Redevelopment 

Commission, has passed away. 

 

There being no further business and no public comment, Mr. Price made the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. Jordan seconded and the motion carried unanimously.  

 

 

 

        ______________________________ 

        Rein O. Bontreger, President 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

____________________________________ 

Kimberly K. Grow, Auditor of Jasper County 



 

    

 

 

  
 


